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the Secretary of the Treasury, after consulta-
tion with the Secretary of State, to be respon-
sible for or otherwise significantly contrib-
uting to actions or decisions of the Govern-
ment of Syria that have the purpose or effect
of undermining efforts to stabilize Iraq or of
allowing the use of Syrian territory or facili-
ties to undermine efforts to stabilize Iraq.

I delegated to the Secretary of the Treas-
ury the authority to take such actions, after
consultation with the Secretary of State, in-
cluding the promulgation of rules and regula-
tions, and to employ all powers granted to
the President by IEEPA as may be necessary
to carry out the purposes of my order.

I wish to emphasize, as well, my ongoing
concern over the destabilizing role Syria con-
tinues to play in Lebanon, including its ef-
forts to obstruct, through intimidation and
violence, Lebanon’s democratic processes.

I am enclosing a copy of the Executive
Order I have issued.

George W. Bush

The White House,
February 13, 2008.

Memorandum on Implementation of
Sections 603 and 604 of the Foreign
Relations Authorization Act, Fiscal
Year 2003 (Public Law 107-228)

February 13, 2008

Presidential Determination No. 2008-12

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Implementation of Sections 603 and
604 of the Foreign Relations Authorization
Act, Fiscal Year 2003 (Public Law 107-228)

Consistent with the authority contained in
section 604 of the Foreign Relations Author-
ization Act, Fiscal Year 2003 (Public Law
107-228)(the “Act”), and with reference to
the determinations set out in the report to
be transmitted to the Congress pursuant to
section 603 of that Act regarding noncompli-
ance by the Palestine Liberation Organiza-
tion and the Palestinian Authority with cer-
tain commitments, I hereby impose the sanc-
tion set out in section 604(a)(2), “Downgrade
in Status of the PLO Office in the United
States.” This sanction is imposed for a period
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of 180 days from the date hereof or until
such time as the next report required by sec-
tion 603 of the Act is transmitted to the Con-
gress, whichever is later. You are authorized
and directed to transmit to the appropriate
congressional committees the report de-
scribed in section 603 of the Act.

Furthermore, I hereby determine that it
is in the national security interest of the
United States to waive that sanction, pursu-
ant to section 604(c) of the Act. This waiver
shall be effective for a period of 180 days
from the date hereof or until such time as
the next report required by section 603 of
the Act is transmitted to the Congress,
whichever is later.

You are hereby authorized and directed to
transmit this determination to the Congress
and to publish it in the Federal Register.

George W. Bush

Remarks on African Development
and Upcoming Visit to Africa
February 14, 2008

I've been looking forward to coming to the
museum, and there’s an added benefit, and
that is, I get to be introduced by my wife
on Valentine’s Day. [Laughter] Happy Valen-
tine’s.

This morning Laura and I join all Ameri-
cans in honoring the life of Congressman
Tom Lantos. In his remarkable 80 years,
Tom Lantos survived the Nazi camps of
Hungary to reach the Halls of Congress. As
a Representative from California, he was a
fearless defender of democracy, a powerful
advocate of human rights, and a strong sup-
porter of the fight against HIV/AIDS. Our
prayers are with Annette and the Lantos fam-
ily. We thank God for his service.

Five years ago, Laura and I made our first
visit to Africa. Since then, as she mentioned,
she’s taken three more trips. And every time,
she came back with fascinating stories, some
of which she just shared with you. And to-
morrow, as she mentioned, we're going back,
and I'm really looking forward to it.

We're going to Benin, Tanzania, Rwanda,
Ghana, and Liberia. Each of these countries
is blessed with natural beauty, vibrant cul-
ture, and an unmistakable spirit of energy



